
Faculty Member Contact Information 
Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen 

Department:  Economics & Finance           Phone Number:  618-650-2940 

E-mail Address: abelase@siue.edu             Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, unfunded students. 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student? 1 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives the funding. Funding 
cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?     
 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 
How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8-10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? No 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Alumni Hall 3142 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The student will be involved in data mining and data entry in assembling a financial database that will be used to assess the impact of 

pirate attacks on oil and financial markets. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student will read maritime crime reports and research key piracy events over the last decade. The reports summarize the pirate 
attack, casualties and monetary losses but do not offer any descriptive analysis on the victims. The student will have to mine that data. 

Additionally, the student will use the Global Financial Data database that we subscribe to in order to provide comparison financial 

market data to assess the impact of each pirate attack. The student will be given an opportunity to present the findings at the Midwest 

Economic Association Annual Meetings next academic year. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As such, there should 

be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 
Learning goals:  

1. Data mining and data entry 

2. Hypothesis testing and statistical analysis  

3. Presentation skills (optional) 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to set their own 

hours), please indicate all required days and times:  
N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own transportation?  
The only time transportation will be necessary would be if the student plans on presenting the findings at the Midwestern Economic 

Association annual meetings which will be in downtown St. Louis next Spring. This, of course, remains optional and is dependent on 

completion of the project. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Students must have completed at least one semester of statistics/econometrics; Those students that have completed ECON415 are 

preferred. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:  
N/A 
 
 


